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There were times when my life seemed to hang in the balance, weighted with equal measures 
of fate and circumstance; times when trouble fell down like rain and, in spite of my best ef-
forts, I could not make a change. 

Yet I never quit, though outrageous fortune or the piercing pains of unfulfilled dreams dashed 
my soul against the rocks, it never rendered my spirit lifeless, angry or full of fear. I’ve con-
fronted trouble and emerged with greater clarity of who I am, with a clearer sense of my pur-
pose and understanding of why I am here. 

I will never surrender my right to self-determination to fear-mongers, nor assign my hope to 
politics, fluctuating economies and visions of the “sweet old by and by.” Invested in me is the 
power to master every circumstance and to rise, until my ascension outstrips the vibration of 
trouble and sets me free.
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